Artist Statement - Judy Brown
Far from the Madding Crowd


Growing up in a small town in Texas, I dreamed of living on a farm, surrounded by animals and fields.  Many decades and life changes later, I discovered that my fantasy farm was actually just up the road from my home in the western suburbs of Boston.  When I saw the fields, the weathered red barns and all the chickens, pigs, cows and llamas, I knew this was my chance to capture the unique images of my childhood dreams.

Visiting the farm many times led to strong attachments with the animals, and I spent many happy hours in their company.   I was fascinated by fine details often missed or dismissed. I found beauty in dirty faces, drooling lips and upturned snouts.   My goal was to capture their unique personalities and human-like qualities — their curiosity, their sense of humor, their wish for affection, and their overpowering appetites.

The four years spent observing and interacting with this environment enriched my understanding of and affection for farm animals and heightened my awareness of the cruelty with which they are treated by the factory farm industry.    My goal is that sharing these portraits with the world will lead to a new awareness of farm animals as intelligent, sentient beings very much like our pets and thus result in more humane treatment of these beautiful creatures.




